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Transport: the UK’s largest emitter

• In 2019, 27% of the UK’s greenhouse gas emissions were from 

transport.

• Since 1990 other sectors have reduced emissions dramatically with total 

domestic emissions dropping by 43%, but transport is down only 3%.

• In June 2019 the UK legislated for “net zero” GHG emissions across the 

economy by 2050. And 5 yearly carbon budgets, set caps on emissions.
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UK greenhouse gas emissions by sector, 2019

… and breakdown by modes as …



In March 2020, we set the challenge …
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Transport decarbonisation is about much 
more than simply reducing CO2 emissions
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Transport Decarbonisation Plan

On 14 July 2021, we launched our milestone Transport Decarbonisation Plan 

– the world’s first ‘greenprint’ to decarbonise all modes of domestic transport by 

2050, from our seas and skies to our roads and railways. 

“This plan is a milestone in the shift to a more sustainable UK 

transport system. The decision to only use zero emission road 

vehicles – including trucks – by 2050 is world-leading and will 

significantly reduce Britain’s climate impact and improve the 

air we breathe.” ~ Greg Archer, UK Director of the Europe-

wide green transport campaign group Transport & 

Environment

“This is the first zero emissions transport mandate for a major 

economy and is a great opportunity ahead of COP26 to show 

the UK’s commitment to clean transport and clean air.” ~ 

Graeme Cooper, Head of Future Markets at National Grid

“We welcome the publication of these plans, which provides 

a clearer picture of where we are and where we need to get 

to on the road to net zero.” ~ Gerry Keaney, BVRLA Chief 

Executive

In July 2021, we published the 
Transport Decarbonisation Strategy



Commitments: Increasing cycling and walking
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Commitments: Zero emission buses and 
coaches

Transport Decarbonisation Plan



Commitments: Decarbonising our railways
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Commitments: A zero emission fleet of cars, 
vans, motorcycles and scooters
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Commitments: Accelerating maritime 
decarbonisation
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Commitments: Accelerating aviation 
decarbonisation
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Commitments: Zero emission freight and 
logistics sector, including the last mile
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Commitments: Place-based, low carbon fuels, 
green hydrogen, data, R&D, future of transport
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“This plan is a milestone in the shift to a 

more sustainable UK transport system... 

is world-leading and will significantly 

reduce Britain’s climate impact and 

improve the air we breathe.” 

Greg Archer, UK Director of the 

European-wide green transport 

campaign group Transport & 

Environment



What's next…
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• Over the next year there will be a number of key strategies and 

consultations published and worth looking out for including our 

infrastructure strategy which will be published soon.

• A key one which can be found now on gov.uk is our Low Carbon 

Fuels Strategy – Call for Ideas which closes on the 3rd April 2022.

• If you have an interest or views, please take a look, we would 

really welcome your feedback.



Transport Decarbonisation Plan

Thank you for your time and 

welcome your questions at the 

end of this session

Siobhan.Campbell@dft.gov.uk


