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The Oxford Future of Cooling Programme’s vision is to understand and shape worldwide cooling solutions which place planetary 
stewardship and protecting people’s needs at their heart. These will inform and help prepare countries for extreme heat events by 

prioritising passive and less energy-intensive technology, while shifting the trajectory of cooling growth towards sustainability.

OUR WORK SO FAR
The team has been busy, with 21 published (or in press) peer-reviewed and policy papers in a matter of 18 months. The stand-out 
publication is our Nature Sustainability article ‘Cooling for Sustainable Development’ which sets out an agenda for the urgency of 
tackling cooling and its links to all seventeen SDGs. The paper is the front cover of the latest NS (March 2021) issue! The paper has 
gained much media attention, being reported favourably in Forbes, World Economic Forum, Scientific American, and Die Tageszei-
tung, amongst others. Other papers by the team have also made it to the news, including a guest post for Carbon Brief (picked up by 
the World Economic Forum) outlining the research on the changing energy demand for cooling in India’s cities. 

In addition, Radhika Khosla and Nicole Miranda co-authored The Climate Action Pathway for Net Zero Cooling, with Carbon Trust, 
Cool Coalition, Kigali Cooling Efficiency Program, and High-Level Champions. This report lays out, for the first time, a vision for ac-
tion to 2050 and details the key milestones that will be necessary to fully implement the Paris Agreement, exceed the Kigali Amend-
ments and contribute to the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals. All publications produced in the last 1.5 years are listed at the end 
of this update. 

www.oxfordmartin.ox.ac.uk/future-of-cooling @OxfordCooling

NEW AREAS OF WORK
The Cooling team have also been involved in drafting a UK Parliament POSTnote, which has recently been published online. It will 
be available to both UK Houses of Parliament and help to inform policy on sustainable cooling.
The team continues to pursue new areas of work as well. Antonella Mazzone has been awarded a grant from the Fuel Poverty 
Research Network Fund to conduct a study on cooling poverty in impoverished black communities in Rio de Janeiro. In addition, 
Antonella Mazzone and Anant Jani are part of the Cool Coalition Working group contributing to the Sustainable Cooling for Cities 
Handbook. 

The team has also submitted a bid to Horizon 2020, led by Universidad de Lleida. The proposal is for the development of two tools 
to ensure the deployment of positive energy buildings/neighbourhoods with zero-emissions and zero-pollution in all their life-cycle: 
1) a methodology to develop living-labs and 2) a web-tool to reach society, industry, policy-makers and other stakeholders with the 
needed information for the implementation.

COOLING FOR COP26 WEBINARS
Later this year, the programme will be hosting a webinar series leading up to COP26. The webinar series is motivated by the need 
for high-profile and broad-reaching conversations on tackling cooling as a system. We will cover each of the themes that link to our 
framework on sustainable cooling, including: social interactions and cooling cultures; cooling technology and innovation; models for 
sustainable cold chains; circular cooling economy; infrastructure design for sustainable cooling; and finally, cooling for climate action. 
Watch this space for more information!

www.oxfordmartin.ox.ac.uk/future-of-cooling @OxfordCooling

UPDATES TO THE COOLING TEAM
Giovani Palafox-Alcantar, PhD, has joined as Research Associate in Sustainable Cooling Production Networks, based in the Smith 
School of Enterprise and the Environment. His research will focus on Global Production Networks for cooling systems. Programme 
Manager and Research Associate, Nicole Miranda is taking maternity leave from April 2021 to February 2022. Gemma Watson is 
joining the team as Programme Manager whilst Nicole is on leave. Radhika Khosla also became Associate Professor at the Smith 
School of Enterprise and Environment, School of Geography and the Environment, at the University of Oxford. 
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